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St. Ignatius College 

Boys Secondary School, Ħandaq 

Half-Yearly Examination 2013 

 

FORM 1     English Language   Time: 2 hours                                                                  

 

 

 Name: _________________________________                                         Class: _________ 

 

Section A: Language 

A. Look at the information in the following table about three different cars.     (5 marks) 

 City Car Station Wagon Sports Car 

Price in € 15,900 20,500 40,000 

Speed in km/h 180  200 220 

Seats 2 5 4 

Safety *** ***** ** 

Exciting to drive *** ** ***** 

Reliable *** **** ** 

 

1. Make sentences with these words to compare the cars.  The words should be put in 

the order given. The first one has been done for you. 

0. sports car / fast / station wagon 

The sports car is faster than the station wagon. 

a. sports car / expensive / city car 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Levels 6 - 7 
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b. station wagon / safe  / sports car 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

c. city car / small / sports car 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

d. station wagon / reliable / city car 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

e. sports car / exciting to drive / city car 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Make a question for these answers.  The first one has been done for you. 

0. Which is the fastest car? 

The sports car. It can go at 220 km/h. 

 

a. Which is ________________________________________________________________? 

The station wagon.  It’s got five seats. 

b. Which is ________________________________________________________________? 

The sports car.  It costs € 40, 000. 

c. Which is ________________________________________________________________? 

The station wagon.  It’s got a four-star rating. 

d. Which is ________________________________________________________________? 

The station wagon.  It’s got a five-star rating for safety. 

e. Which is ________________________________________________________________? 

The sports car.  It’s got a two-star rating for safety. 
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B. Complete the sentence with the Present Simple or Present Continuous.  The first one 

has been done for you.                                                                                               (5 marks) 

0. They normally have lunch at two.  (have) 

1. __________________________you __________________________ in Paris this week? 

(stay) 

2. She __________________________ new clothes every Saturday!  (buy) 

3. I played football at school but now I __________________________swimming. (prefer) 

4. I __________________________ no idea what the book is about. Can you tell me what 

it’s about? (have) 

5. John __________________________a difficult time at the university this year. (have)   

6. My father __________________________ everything about cars, but nothing about 

bicycles. (know) 

7. Why __________________________ you __________________________ my coat? – Oh, 

I’m sorry. It looks like mine! (wear) 

8. This cake __________________________ strange. What’s in it? (smell) 

9. Hi Jake. – What are you doing at the moment? – I __________________________the 

sunshine at the beach. (enjoy) 

10. What __________________________ your Dad __________________________ (do) for 

a living?  

 

C. Read the article about a parrot which saved a man’s life.  Fill in with one suitable 

word.  The first one is done for you.                                                                        (5 marks) 

 

A parrot rescued a man (0) who was trapped (1)_____________________ the wheels of a 

van (2)_____________________copying his calls for help. 'I thought I was going 

(3)_____________________ be stuck under the van all night long, ' Mr Blog, 52, said. 

'Although I cried and shouted for help, no one seemed (4)_____________________ be able 

to hear me.' But 100 metres away, (5)_____________________ the Broadway Caravan Park, 

Sonny, the parrot heard him and repeated his shouts which alerted two men who work at the 

park. 'Sonny is a real life-saver,' said Mr Blog.  
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Section B – Reading Comprehension                                                                     (20 marks) 

Read the passage and then answer the questions. 

1. Mark the following statements as TRUE or FALSE.                                              (4 marks) 

a. The Statue of Liberty was a gift to the United States from the people of France. _________ 

b. The people of France built the statue and the pedestal.       _________ 

c. The statue was packed in 214 wooden crates and transported to New York. _________        

d. People may visit the statue by ferry, as private boats are not allowed to dock at Ellis  

    Island.                    _________ 

 

2.  The French and the Americans had two distinct responsibilities for the construction of the 

statue. Which were these responsibilities?                            (2 marks) 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

3.  What did the people of France and those of America do to help raise funds? (2 marks) 

a) People of France:_______________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

b) People of America: _____________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

4.   a.  Did Joseph Pulitzer raise enough money for the construction of the pedestal? (Underline the 

correct answer)                 (1 mark) 

 

            Yes / No 

b.  Find and copy ONE phrase that shows this.                                                     (1 mark) 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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5.  What do these dates/numbers refer to in the passage?                          (2 marks) 

a) 1876: ________________________________________________________________ 

b) 4
th

 July, 1884:_________________________________________________________ 

c) 28
th

 October, 1886:_____________________________________________________ 

    d)   350:_________________________________________________________________ 

 

6. List four things which describe the Statue of Liberty.     (4 marks) 

a. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

b. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

c. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

d. ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8.   Match the following words to their meaning by writing the correct number in the column 

as in the example.                                   (2 marks) 

1. Commissioned (para.2)  Celebrate 

2. Commemorate (para.2)  Having immense dimension 

3. Colossal (para.2) 4 Make a contribution 

4. Donate (para.2)  Representing 

5. Symbolizing (para.4)  Hired 

 

9.   What do the following words refer to?   You’ll find them in bold in the text.      (2 marks)                     

a. It   ________________________________________________________ 

b.  both sides ________________________________________________________ 

c. He  _________________________________________________________ 

d. her    ________________________________________________________ 
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Section C – Literature                                                                                             (20 marks) 

 

A. Poetry                                                                                                                    (10 marks) 

 

Unprepared Text 

Answer all questions. 

The Aliens Have Landed! 

The aliens have landed! 

It's distressing, but they're here. 

They piloted their flying saucer 

through our atmosphere. 

They landed like a meteor 

engulfed in smoke and flame. 

Then out they climbed immersed  

in slime 

and burbled as they came.  

Their hands are greasy tentacles. 

Their heads are weird machines. 

Their bodies look like cauliflower 

and smell like dead sardines. 

Their blood is liquid helium. 

Their eyes are made of granite. 

Their breath exudes the stench of foods 

from some unearthly planet. 

And if you want to see these 

sickly, unattractive creatures, 

you'll find them working in your school; 

they all got jobs as teachers. 

                                   Kenn Nesbitt  

1.  a.   Find and copy four adjectives that describe the aliens.                              (2 marks) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

b.   Are these adjectives positive or negative?                                                    (1 mark) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. a. Quote an example of a run-on line?                                                               (1 mark) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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3. Quote two similes from the poem.                                                                    (2 marks) 

 

a. ________________________________________ 

 

b. ________________________________________ 

 

4.  Find and copy two pairs of rhyming words.                                                    (2 marks) 

 

________________________                     ________________________ 

 

________________________                     ________________________ 

 

5. What does the poet compare the aliens to?  What do you think he is trying to tell us?                   

                                                                                                                          (2 marks) 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

B. Prose/Drama                                                                                                         (10 marks) 

Unprepared Prose Text 

Answer all questions. 

        Nearly ten years had passed since the Dursleys had woken up to find their nephew on 

the front step, but Privet Drive had hardly changed at all. The sun rose on the same tidy front 

gardens and lit up the brass number four on the Dursleys' front door; it crept into their living 

room, which was almost exactly the same as it had been on the night when Mr. Dursley had 

seen that fateful news report about the owls. Only the photographs on the mantelpiece really 

showed how much time had passed. Ten years ago, there had been lots of pictures of what 

looked like a large pink beach ball wearing different-colored bonnets -- but Dudley Dursley 

was no longer a baby, and now the photographs showed a large blond boy riding his first 

bicycle, on a carousel at the fair, playing a computer game with his father, being hugged and 

kissed by his mother. The room held no sign at all that another boy lived in the house, too. 

        Yet Harry Potter was still there, asleep at the moment, but not for long. His Aunt Petunia 

was awake and it was her shrill voice that made the first noise of the day. 

        "Up! Get up! Now!" 

        Harry woke with a start. His aunt rapped on the door again. 

        "Up!" she screeched. Harry heard her walking toward the kitchen and then the sound of 

the frying pan being put on the stove. He rolled onto his back and tried to remember the 

dream he had been having. It had been a good one. There had been a flying motorcycle in it. 

He had a funny feeling he'd had the same dream before. 

         His aunt was back outside the door. 

        "Are you up yet?" she demanded. 

        "Nearly," said Harry. 

        "Well, get a move on, I want you to look after the bacon. And don't you dare let it burn, 

I want everything perfect on Duddy's birthday." 

         Harry groaned. 

        "What did you say?" his aunt snapped through the door. 
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        "Nothing, nothing..." 

        Dudley's birthday -- how could he have forgotten? Harry got slowly out of bed and 

started looking for socks. He found a pair under his bed and, after pulling a spider off one of 

them, put them on. Harry was used to spiders, because the cupboard under the stairs was full 

of them, and that was where he slept. 

        When he was dressed he went down the hall into the kitchen. The table was almost 

hidden beneath all Dudley's birthday presents. It looked as though Dudley had gotten the new 

computer he wanted, not to mention the second television and the racing bike. Exactly why 

Dudley wanted a racing bike was a mystery to Harry, as Dudley was very fat and hated 

exercise -- unless of course it involved punching somebody. Dudley's favourite punching bag 

was Harry, but he couldn't often catch him. Harry didn't look it, but he was very fast. 

(Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone – J. K. Rowling) 

1. a. Do the Dursleys care about Harry. (Underline the correct answer)                (1mark)                                                                                                             

 

Yes/No                                                                                                                  

 

b. Find and copy two phrases or sentences that show this.                               (2 marks) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

2. a.   Find and copy a phrase that describes what Dudley looked like as a baby.       

(1 mark) 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

c. Find and copy another phrase that describes what Dudley looks like now.   

(1 mark) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

a. Is aunt Petunia gentle with Harry?  (Underline the correct answer)             (1 marks) 

            

   Yes/No                                                                                                               

 

b. Find and copy two words that show how she spoke to Harry.                   (2 marks) 

 

________________________                                  ________________________ 

 

 

3.  Find and copy a phrase that shows that Dudley does not like Harry.              (2 marks) 

 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
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Section D – Composition                   (25 marks) 

 

Write between 110 and 150 words on ONE of the following: 

 

1. “Ian got up with a shock and he noticed that he wasn’t in his own bed…” Continue the 

story. 

 

2. A neighbour of yours lives alone and she loves to read letters. Write a letter to her telling 

her about a present you have received and why you like it so much.  

 

3. The picture below is a picture of Jim’s bedroom who is a very disorganised teenager. 

Describe his room. 

 

 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________
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_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 


